After You

(Sonet)
After You

Obaid Azam Azmi

For how long (I've to) disregard the intensity of pain

For how long the tear is to be retained on the eyelashes
For how long no pity be felt on eyes bereft of colour

For how far the borrowed spirit be kept as companion

How intense be the passion of expression if desire is aroused

How much be the freshness of aroma, what colour of flowers

How much be the melody in environment, what manner be of zephyr
What course be of the day, what pace be of the night

In case there are ideas and dreams what should be their expanse
If there is writing on the face how much should it be meaningful
How much be the joy and exhilaration, how swift be the heartbeat
How ample be the space, how extensive be the roof of the sky

Circumstances are strange; the heart is encircled by ambivalence all
the time
It is difficult to take any decision after you

Translation : Zaheer Ali
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