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By keeping indigenous women out of European marital and

familial networks, concubinage was not a departure from the

normative practice of marriage, but rather a practice that sustained

the racial and gendered hierarchies of colonial societies by

denying interracial relationships the public or social recognition of

marriage entailed. The practice of concubinage enabled colonial

societies like British India to pretend that they were

uncontaminated by racial or cultural mixing while sustaining

multiple hierarchies of racial and social inequality. (page, 30)
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In any case, these bachelors were encouraged sometimes
officially, sometimes unofficially, to take concubines from the
local population in order to provide both sexual and domestic
service. The colonial men lived with these concubines in various
arrangements that involved varying levels of emotional
attachment. In the Dutch colony of Java, marriage between
European men and Javanese women was prohibited but unofficial
long-term sexual relationships were encouraged in order to
provide a stable home environement and to discourage the use of
prostitutes that led to the spread of venereal disease. These
relationships proved to be more complicated than purely sexual
arrangements; some concubines wielded a considerable amount of
power within the home and a few even helped in the running of
businesses. Often the relationships resulted in children of mixed
parentage who blurred the line between the colonizer and the
colonized and forced the administrations to develop policies to
exclude these children from the benefits of European citizenship.
(Postcolonial Representations of Women; Page, 45)
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Mimicry, however, is not all bad. In his essay “Of Mimicry and
Man,” Bhabha described mimicry as sometimes unintentionally
subversive. In Bhabha’s way of thinking, which is derived from
Jacques Derrida’s deconstructive reading of J.L. Austin’s idea of

the “performative,” mimicry is a kind of performance that exposes
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Colonial mimicry is a desire to create an other who is a subject of

a difference that is almost the same , but not quite.

(The Multicultural Imagination: Page; 117)
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the artificiality of all symbolic expressions of power. In other
words, if an Indian, desiring to mimic the English, becomes
obsessed with some particular codes associated with Englishness,
such as the British colonial obsession with the sola topee, his
performance of those codes might show how hollow the codes
really are. While that may well be plausible, in fact, in colonial
and postcolonial literature this particular dynamic is not seen very
often, in large part, one suspects, because it is quite unlikely that a
person would consciously employ this method of subversion when
there are often many more direct methods. Indeed, it is hard to
think of even a single example in postcolonial literature where this
very particular kind of subversion is in effect.
http://www.lehigh.edu/~amsp/2009/05/mimicry-and-hybridity
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feature of our land, when he mensurates our field,
trignometerates our attitudes and undulations,
investigates our animal, our vegitable or our vegitable
kingdom,the record of his study are accepted as true
and authoritative. But the study of men belongs
altogether to a different plane.......... Here also the
eyes sees, the ear hears, but the real meaning of
what is seen or heard is supplied not by the senses,
but by the understanding which interprets what is
heard un the light of his own peculier experience and
associations".|_
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"Unless at least two versions of the same set of
events can be imagined, there is no reason for the
historian to take upon himself the authority of giving
the true account of what really happend”.r_
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included in the field of harmeneutics not in that of
natural sciences.r_

gj&t«’"s'ﬂ}LBumkhardtLJ’”W‘ujl.@ﬁff}_m;u@u’a{g

"What, | construct historically"wrote Burckhardt in a
letter"is not the result of criticism or speculation but of
imagination, seeking to fill the gaps in observation.

To me, history is still in a large measure poetry."__
uff;g}piiﬂc_é./»bguﬁ/LbL/uy%,l'/ldia"’_bdtbg(f;}.dl
.,L;v:/mrﬂﬁu'?é’/KJK;FuJffwéfa;jéf,]ﬂ/?’ﬁuﬁz;hj;m,@_ﬁ_n
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"Discourse constitute the ground where as to decide

what shall count as a fact is the matter under

consideration and to determine what mode of

comprehension is best suited to the understanding of

the fact thus constituted.”
uﬁc,gz;wg{z"’.u]‘ampﬁgﬂfﬁy/muﬁ@m&uéuy._,e;iw’ﬁ
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"Macheray suggested that text can only be ‘

understood in the context of their utterance. The

literary text is not created by an intention (objective or

subjective); it is produced under determind

conditions"(1978:78). When and where a text is
written,the language in which it is inscribed, the
tradition and debates,within which it intervenes, all
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"If we seek a general heading under which we are to

subsume historical knowledge we may describe it not

as a branch of Physics, but as a brand of Sematics.

The rules of Sematics and not the laws of nature are

the general principles of historical thought. History is
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....... with this lesson about foundation we built

bridges weirs, aqueducts and every kindly of

hydraulic works."<__
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come together to create a textual fabric."4_
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"Spoke with contempt'of english, calling them a kind
of civilized savage, wonderfully expert about fighting,
but as inferior to their great men that we could not
even keep in repair the work they had constructed,
much less, even imitate them in extending the
system". _
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"Everything occurs as though.....absolute power were
re-counting its own story through the anonymous
voice and writing of the narrator, who sees only what
is it allows him to see. Thus the historian is the
simulacurum of the king, his narrative, the
simulations of the sovereign's history, whose effect is
perfect narrative representation, without exes or
loss". A_

4.(‘?&9;”&,&”0%/%@Mo;d)uf.fz

Ania loomba; Colonialism/Post colonialism; p-46
Hyden-White; The Value of Narrativity; p-75
Earnest Cassirer, An Essay on Man; p-17

Ibid; p203-204

Colonialism/Post colonialism; Ania Loomba; p-36
P-67 (i

P-67(x

P-222 [
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"is not the expression of personality but an
escape from personality
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